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1
PROCESSOR CARD HOUSING WITH FAN

BACKGROUND

Computing devices, such as desktop computers, worksta-
tion computers, and laptops, can be upgraded by changing
components. For example, processor cards such as graphics
processing cards can be added to a computing device, or an
existing one can be changed. However, many components
can be difficult to install, which can cause user frustration
and sometimes may cause a user to choose not to upgrade his
computing device. In addition, some manufacturers limit the
selection of components that can be preconfigured in a
user’s computing device, which also can be frustrating for
users. This can result in user dissatisfaction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The following detailed description refers to the drawings,
wherein:

FIGS. 1A-1C depict different views of a device that can
be used to house and install a processor card, according to
an example.

FIGS. 2A and 2B show various components of a device
that can be used to house and install a processor card,
according to an example.

FIGS. 3A and 3B depict how a device according to FIGS.
1A-2B can be installed, according to an example.

FIG. 4 depicts a chassis configured to receive the device,
according to an example.

FIG. 5 depicts various attachment features of the device
and the corresponding chassis, according to an example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Manufacturers of computing devices are challenged with
creating computing devices that are configurable and acces-
sible to users. For example, some users desire to upgrade
their computing devices by adding or replacing certain
components, such as processor cards.

According to an embodiment, a device can include a
housing, a heat sink inside the housing, and a fan inside the
housing to disperse heat from the heat sink. A processor
card, such as a Mobile PCI Express Module (MXM) graph-
ics processing card, can be held against the heat sink by a
back plate. The housing can be configured to install into a
chassis of a computer such that an edge of the processor card
mates with a connector on a circuit board of a computer. One
benefit of this configuration may be simplification of instal-
lation. For instance, separate installation of the processor
card and fan into the computer chassis may be avoided since
the device can include both components.

Furthermore, the device can include a blind mate connec-
tor to automatically connect the fan to a power source of the
computer upon installation of the housing into the chassis.
The chassis may also include a blind mate connector to
connect with the device’s blind mate connector. The blind
mate connector can provide a connection between the fan
and the computer’s circuit board, allowing the circuit board
to control the fan. Thus, a user may avoid having to
separately connect the fan to the circuit board of the com-
puter, which can be difficult and frustrating.

In addition, the device can include a latch to connect the
housing to the chassis. The latch can facilitate tool-free
installation of the housing to the computer chassis. In one
example, the housing can be installed into the chassis via a
hinging motion. This can be beneficial since some processor
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2

cards, such as MXM graphics cards, may also be connected
to a connector on a computer’s circuit board via a hinging
motion. Thus, the device can be installed into the chassis in
a tool-free manner, resulting in both the housing being
secured into the chassis and the processor card being con-
nected to the circuit board connector.

Further details of these embodiments and associated
advantages, as well as of other embodiments and applica-
tions, will be discussed in more detail below with reference
to the drawings.

Referring now to the drawings, FIGS. 1A-1C depict
different views of a device 100, according to an example.
Device 100, which can also be referred to as an assembly,
can be used to house a processor card and install it into a
computing device. The computing device can be any of
various devices, such as a workstation computer, a desktop
computer, an All-In-One computer, a laptop computer, or the
like. The computing device can have a chassis to house
various components.

Device 100 can include a housing 110. Housing 110 may
have an elongated shape and may be made of various
materials, such as polymers and metals. By constructing
housing 110 of a thermally nonconductive material, heat can
be more easily managed using other components of device
100. In particular, device 100 may have a thermal cooling
arrangement for dissipating heat. For example, device 100
may have a heat sink and fan.

Device 100 may include a heat sink 120. Heat sink 120
may be housed in one end of housing 100. The heat sink may
be made of various materials. For example, the heat sink
may be made of one or more thermally conductive materials
such as a metal. Device 100 may also include a fan 130. Fan
130 may be housed on the opposite end of housing 110. Fan
130 may be any of various fans. For example, fan 130 may
be a centrifugal fan or other type of blower. Fan 130 may
blow air across heat sink 120 to disperse heat. Although a
blower-type fan is depicted in FIGS. 1A-1C, fan 130 may be
a non-blower type fan. In such a case, the orientation of fan
130 may be changed so that air is directed toward heat sink
120.

The heat sink can dissipate heat from a processor card
140. In one example, processor card 140 may be held against
heat sink 120 using a back plate 150. Processor card 140
may be held against heat sink 120 in other ways as well. For
example, screws or other fasteners could secure processor
card 140 to heat sink 120 without a back plate. Additionally,
housing 110 could have a bottom portion that could assist in
holding processor card 140 against heat sink 120.

A connection edge/portion of processor card 140 may
protrude from housing 110 when the processor card is
secured to the heat sink 120. The connection edge/portion
may then be connected to a connector on a circuit board of
a computer to install processor card 140 into the computer
during installation of device 110 into the computer’s chassis.
The connection edge/portion may be any of various types of
connections, and may depend on the type of the processor
card. For example, the connection edge/portion may be a
Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI) Express connec-
tion, such as for a MXM graphics processing card.

Processor card 140 may be any of various processor cards.
For example, processor card 140 may be a graphics pro-
cessing card such as an MXM card. However, device 100
may be used to accommodate various card components that
would benefit from a cooling system. Thus, processor card
140 may be another type of PCI Express card for other
computing components. In some examples, processor card
140 may be a memory card.
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Device 100 may include a latch 160. Latch 160 may
connect housing 110 to a chassis of a computer. Thus, latch
160 may facilitate installation of device 100 into a computer.
The installation may be tool-free, meaning that tools may
not be needed to install device 100 into the computer
chassis. Device 100 may also include a blind mate connector
(shown in FIGS. 2A-2B) in cavity 170 of housing 110. The
blind mate connector can automatically connect fan 130 to
a power source of the computer upon installation of housing
110 into the chassis. The fan may be configured to be
controlled by a circuit board of the computer via the blind
mate connector.

FIGS. 2A and 2B show various components of device
200, according to an example. The illustrated components
may be the same as corresponding components in device
100.

Housing 210 can have an elongated shape with an open
bottom. Housing 210 can include an opening 212, such as an
orifice, aperture, hole, gap, slot, or the like. Opening 212
may accommodate fan 230, allowing fan 230 to suck air
through opening 212. Housing 210 also may include a latch
260. Latch 260 may be operable by a user to latch housing
210 into a computer chassis for installation of device 200.
Housing 210 may have a cavity within the housing to
accommodate the various components of device 200. An end
214 of housing 210 may be open to allow air from fan 230
to pass out of the housing. Edge 216 of housing 210 may be
slanted to facilitate installation of device 200 into a com-
puter chassis, as explained later with reference to FIGS. 3A
and 3B.

Heat sink 220 may fit inside housing 210. Heat sink 220
may dissipate heat generated by processor card 240 during
operation. Heat sink 220 may be attached to housing 210 by
way of various attachment devices. For example, heat sink
220 may include protruding edges, tabs, lips, or the like that
may engage with corresponding features of housing 210 to
retain heat sink 220 within housing 210. Heat sink 220 may
also be attached to housing 210 using screws or other
connectors. Heat sink 220 may include multiple elongated
projections or the like with space between the projections to
allow air from fan 230 to pass through, thus facilitating the
efficient dispersion of heat. Additionally, heat sink 220 may
have a slanted portion 222 to accommodate edge 216 of
housing 210. Other types of heat sinks may be used as well.

Processor card 240 can be attached to heat sink 220. Heat
sink 220 may have a receiving area 224 with posts 226 to
receive processor card 240. Processor card 240 may include
openings, indentations, or the like to mate with posts 226.
Processor card 240 may be held against or attached to heat
sink 220 using back plate 250. Back plate 250 can provide
structural support to the processor card 240 and heat sink
220 and can facilitate a more secure, rigid connection to a
computer chassis. Back plate 250 can be made of various
materials, such as metals. In some examples, back plate 250
can have heat dissipating capabilities for dissipating heat
from the back of processor card 240. Air from fan 230 can
pass over back plate 250 to disperse heat away from back
plate 250.

Back plate 250 may hold processor card 240 against heat
sink 220 using screws 252. If processor card 240 is an MXM
graphics processing card, screws 252 may fit into precon-
figured openings in the processing card. This can be ben-
eficial because an MXM graphics processing card may
accordingly be obtained from a third-party supplier and
installed into device 200 without any modification to the
MXM graphics processing card. Back plate 250 may also
include blind mate hooks 254 to automatically mate with
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corresponding openings, indentations, or the like in a com-
puter chassis. The mating can occur during installation of
device 200 into the chassis. Additional mating features for
providing a more secure connection between the processor
card, the back plate, and a computer chassis will be
described below with reference to FIG. 5.

Fan 230 may fit into a portion of housing 210’s cavity
below opening 212. Fan 230 may be attached to housing 210
in similar ways as heat sink 220 may be attached to housing
210. Additionally, a plate or housing component 270 may
further assist in holding fan 230 within housing 210. Screws
272 may attach plate/housing component 270 to housing
210.

Plate/housing component 270 may include an opening
274 to accommodate blind mate connector 280. Blind mate
connector 280 may provide a power and control connection
to fan 230. Blind mate connector 280 may mate with a blind
mate connector 290 of a computer chassis. (Although blind
mate connector 290 may not be part of device 200, it is
shown here to illustrate how the blind mate connector 280
may work. FIG. 5 illustrates how a computer chassis can
include blind mate connector 290.) Blind mate connector
290 may provide a connection to a circuit board of the
computer in which device 200 is installed. Accordingly, the
circuit board may control fan 230, such as through pulse
width modulation (PWM). Since blind mate connector 280
can automatically connect to blind mate connector 290 upon
installation of device 200 into a computer chassis, the
installer does not have to worry about separately installing
and connecting fan 230 to the computer’s circuit board.

As depicted in FIGS. 2A-2B, fan 230 may be a blower.
The blower may suck air from both above the housing via
opening 212 and below the housing via opening 276. Fan
230 may direct air toward heat sink 220 to dissipate heat
generated by processor card 240 during operation. The air
may exit out opening 214 of housing 210. Accordingly,
device 200 provides an easily installable assembly for a
processor card that includes its own cooling solution.

FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate installation capabilities of a
device 300, according to an example. Device 300 may
correspond to devices 100 and 200.

Device 300 may include a housing 310 that may house a
processor card. A connector 320 of the processor card may
extend or protrude from an edge of housing 310. A computer
into which device 300 may be installed may include a
chassis having a circuit board 340. Circuit board 340 may
include a connector 342 configured to connect to connector
320 of the processor card.

Connector 320 may be configured to connect to connector
342 via a hinging motion. Edge 312 of housing 310 may be
slanted to allow for easier visibility of connector 312 and
connector 342 during installation. To facilitate connection of
connector 320 to connector 342, device 300 may be installed
into the computer chassis via a hinging motion as well, as
illustrated by the arrow in FIG. 3A. The computer chassis
may include various components to facilitate installation of
device 300. For example, the chassis may include brackets
350, 360, and 370 to guide proper placement and orientation
of device 300 during installation. Bracket 370 may addi-
tionally include a lip 372 on which device 300 may sit after
installation.

Latch 330 of device 300 may latch into a corresponding
latch receiver (shown in FIG. 4) on bracket 370. This may
be a tool-free operation. After installation, device 300 may
be removed by a similar hinging motion. For example,
device 300 may be removed by operating latch 330 to
release the latch connection with bracket 370 and then lifting
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device 300 out using an unhinging motion opposite to the
hinging motion used to install device 300. In other embodi-
ments, device 300 may be coupled and decoupled to a
computer chassis in other ways, such as via different rotating
motions, via sliding motions, using different connectors, and
the like.

FIG. 4 illustrates a computer chassis 400 configured to
receive device 300, according to an example. Chassis 400
includes a circuit board 410 (corresponding to circuit board
340) and left bracket 420 (corresponding to bracket 350),
right bracket 430 (corresponding to bracket 360), and back
bracket 440 (corresponding to bracket 370). Latch receivers
442 on back bracket 440 can mate with latch 330 of device
300. Chassis 400 may also include a bracket 450 for
facilitating connection of the blind mate connectors of the
chassis 400 and the device 300. For example, bracket 450
may include the chassis-side blind mate connector 290.
Furthermore, the bracket 450 may fit within cavity 170 of
housing 110, as shown in FIG. 1C. When bracket 450 and
cavity 170 of the housing are mated upon installation of
device 300, the device-side blind mate connector 280 and
chassis-side blind mate connector 290 may automatically
connect.

Other techniques may be used to install and uninstall
device 300. For example, brackets 350-370 may be omitted,
and other connectors (or no connectors) other than latch 330
may be used. Although some stability and rigidity of device
300 may be lost in such a case, the stability of device 300
may be improved in other ways, as described below.

FIG. 5 illustrates various attachment features of computer
chassis 500, back plate 510, and processor card 520, accord-
ing to an example. Chassis 500 may correspond to chassis
400, back plate 510 may correspond to back plate 250, and
processor card 520 may correspond to processor card 240.

Chassis 500 may include one or more openings 502 to
receive one or more pins/posts 512 of back plate 510.
Engagement of openings 502 and pins posts 512 can hinder
movement of back plate 510 relative to chassis 500. This
engagement can automatically happen upon installation of
the device into the chassis.

Processor card 520 may also include one or more open-
ings 522 to receive one or more pins/posts 514 of back plate
510. Engagement of openings 522 and pins/posts 514 can
hinder movement of processor card 510 relative to back
plate 510. This engagement can occur during securing of the
back plate to the processor card.

As a result of either or both engagement features, a more
secure, stable, and rigid connection may be achieved
between the connector of the processor card and a corre-
sponding connector on the circuit board. This more stable
connection can avoid deterioration of the connectors that
might otherwise naturally occur if the connection was less
stable.

What is claimed is:

1. A device, comprising:

a housing;

a heat sink disposed inside the housing and configured to

dissipate heat from a processor card;

a fan disposed inside the housing to disperse heat from the

heat sink;

a plate to support the fan inside the housing; and

a blind mate connector to automatically connect the fan to

a power source of the computer upon installation of the
housing into a chassis of a computer, the blind mate
connector to connect directly to a corresponding con-
nector on the mother board of the computer through an
opening in the plate,
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the housing configured to install into the chassis such that
an edge of the processor card mates with a connector on
a circuit board of the computer.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the fan is configured to
be controlled by the circuit board of the computer via the
blind mate connector.

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the housing comprises
a latch to connect the housing to the chassis.

4. The device of claim 3, wherein the housing is config-
ured to install into the chassis via a hinging motion.

5. The device of claim 1, further comprising a plate to
hold the processor card against the heat sink, wherein the
plate comprises a blind mate hook to automatically mate
with the chassis of the computer upon installation of the
housing into the chassis.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the processor card is a
Mobile PCI Express Module card.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein the plate is configured
to hold the Mobile PCI Express Module card against the heat
sink via multiple screws.

8. An assembly, comprising:

a housing;

a heat sink disposed inside the housing and configured to

dissipate heat from a processor card;

a fan disposed inside the housing to disperse heat from the

heat sink; and

a latch to connect the housing directly to a chassis of a

computer in a tool-free manner,

the housing configured to install into the chassis such that

an edge of the processor card mates with a connector on
a circuit board of the computer.

9. The assembly of claim 8, further comprising a blind
mate connector to automatically connect the fan to the
circuit board of the computer upon installation of the hous-
ing into the chassis.

10. A computer, comprising:

a chassis;

a circuit board comprising a graphics card connector; and

a graphics card assembly comprising:

a housing,

a graphics card to connect to the graphics card con-
nector,

a processing unit connected to the graphics card,

a heat sink within the housing and configured to
dissipate heat from the processing unit,

a blower within the housing to disperse heat from the
heat sink, and

a latch to facilitate tool-free installation of the graphics
card assembly into the chassis, wherein the latch is
to directly engage the chassis and prevent movement
of the graphics card assembly relative to the chassis.

11. The computer of claim 10, wherein the chassis com-
prises mounting guides and a latch receiver to facilitate
installation of the graphics card assembly into the chassis via
a hinging motion.

12. The computer of claim 10, wherein the graphics card
assembly comprises a first blind mate connector and the
chassis comprises a second blind mate connector to enable
control of the blower by the circuit board.

13. The computer of claim 10, wherein the graphics card
assembly further comprises a back plate to secure the
graphics card to the heat sink, the back plate comprising a
pin and the graphics card comprising an opening, the pin
configured to fit inside the opening to hinder movement of
the graphics card relative to the back plate.

14. The computer of claim 10, wherein the graphics card
assembly further comprises a back plate to secure the
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graphics card to the heat sink, the back plate comprising a
pin and the chassis comprising an opening, the pin config-
ured to fit inside the opening to hinder movement of the back
plate relative to the chassis.

15. The computer of claim 10, wherein the housing hasan 5
elongated shape with a first end and a second end, the blower
being disposed at the first end and configured to blow air
across the heat sink toward the second end.
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